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Edinburgh, the festival city

Edinburgh plays host to a number of festivals. It all started in 1948, with the first international
FFestival. Now there are festivals almost throughout the year, including:

+ llogmanay (New Year)

International Science Festivals (April)

International Children’s Festival (end of May/Beginning of June)
International Jazz and Blues Iestival (end of July/Beginning of August)
International Film Festival (August)

I'ringe Festival (August)

Tattoo (August)

International Festival of the Arts (Au gust/September)

International Book Festival (August/September)

Folk (November)
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There are some 1,000 events in the Fringe festival alone. There are many unofficial events
with brilliant mime artists, jugglers and every conceivable form of street theatre. The city
swells to receive visitors to the International Festival and the Fringe, which contribute
something like £9 million to the local economy, or £44 million of direct expenditure, and for
Scotland as a whole, some £72 million. This creates jobs that equate with 3,000 full-time
equivalents. People find out what is on offer through a wide range of media. The Festival
organizers produce and circulate comprehensive Programs, which are taken up and magnified
by all the media. Promoters flood the city and paste handbills and posters on any promising,
surtace. Newspaper supplements and critics give their cxpert opintons, often awarding star
ratings to help give a summary indication of value. Radio and television stations draw attention
to the shows, performances and exhibitions they consider worthy. Individuals chat to each
other, through their personal networks, as well as festival networks, swapping anecdotal
evidence in restaurants, cafes, bars and public houses throu ghout the city. Word of mouth may
be the most important element in this exercise, but almost all media are applied to make this
major event entirely memorable for all concerned.
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